
 

‘Remarkable — a funny, heartrending fever 
dream of a book’ Marty Donald

ABOUT THE BOOK
The day after Maud Tarkington turns twenty-one, she must attend 
the funeral of her favourite brother, Lloyd. But instead, Maud is 
ricocheting around the city, looking for signs of life – will she even 
make it to Lloyd’s send-off?   

Shortlisted for the 2024 Hungerford Award, This Is Where We Say 
Goodbye is a quirky, bittersweet story about family ties, memory 
and the unexpected ways we hold it together when everything 
has fallen apart.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Howard McKenzie-Murray is a fiction writer 
and playwright from the settler-state of 
Western Australia. His short fiction has been 
shortlisted nationally and internationally. 
Most recently, his short fiction can be found 
in the 2025 anthology Stranger Weather.  
This Is Where We Say Goodbye is his first 
novel.

NOTES
•	 The author is a playwright and this novel compresses explosive 

material into a compact time frame with clever dialogue.
•	 This is a situational tragedy, capturing the turbulence of early 

adulthood.
•	 It is also a quirky coming-of-age novel that takes place in a 

hectic 24-hour time-frame.
•	 Maud is a singular and unforgettable character, avoiding 

friends and family, while spending a day and a night looking for 
someone to connect with.

•	 This Is Where We Say Goodbye was shortlisted for the 2024 
Hungerford Award.

•	 The book is for readers of both adult fiction and young adult 
fiction.
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Thank you  
for reviewing 
a Fremantle  
Press title!
To share your review, 
tag @Fremantle Press 
during the week of the book’s 
release or any week following.
To request other books, email: 
admin@fremantlepress.com.au

Proudly not for profit, Fremantle Press 
is an independent publishing house 

looking to secure a place to call home 
by its 50th anniversary in April 2026.

Join us by  
donating  

today.
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If great-grandmother past could see me 
now would she recognise her own blood 
or some faceless ghost cold, 
unbound, no feet to touch the ground? 

Her possum cloak coiled wanna 
gripped, snakeskin tight my great 
uncle or aunt perched atop her 
muscled back 

My deman once recognised kin in 
blue eyes, white skin ancestors, 
Noongars called them settlers; 
but what of us forward folk

what of this mess that was 
left behind?
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