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KEY: SIGN 

UP FOR  
NEWS

July to December books for 
children and young adults

PREPARE FOR LIFT–OFF
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AMAZING ASTRO ANIMALS
JAMES FOLEY
October • $34.99
From tiny tardigrades to unhatched chickens, the stories of animals in space are 
weird, wacky and wonderful. 
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ALSO AVAILABLE

What’s an ‘animal’ anyway?

You can remember these rank 
levels with a mnemonic based 
on their first letters: Dear King 
Phillip Came Over For Great 
Spaghetti.

Modern space 
research 
Eventually, humans figured out how to 
build bigger rockets and how to get to 
space and back more safely. But there 
was still so much more to discover. If 
humans were to live in space for long 
periods, they would need to learn more 
about how being in space affects living 
things in a range of situations through 
their lifetime.

But because it’s considered unethical 
to experiment on people, and because 
there are many animals that have shorter 
lifespans and quicker reproductive cycles 
than humans, it made sense for the 
scientists to continue to learn from the 
experiences of animals in space.

Thankfully, human scientists are now 
much more careful with animals under 
their care in space, and most animals now 
return to Earth safely. 

Before we talk about which animals have 
been to space, it’s important to know 
what we mean by ANIMAL and SPACE. 

All animals belong in a kingdom called ANIMALIA. Turn the 
page to see how the kingdom is organised.

Highest rank  
level 

(contains millions  
of living things)

Lowest rank 
level 

(two individuals  
from this group 
can mate and 
produce fertile 

offspring)

   Kingdom

        Phylum   

            Class

                Order   

                    Family   

                       Genus   

                           Species

Domain

Animals are multicellular organisms. They can move, 
eat, breathe oxygen, and reproduce.

But there are so many types — so to keep track of 
them all, scientists have organised them into groups. 
There are insects, arachnids, mammals, fish, reptiles, 
amphibians and many more.  

This process of sorting is called taxonomy.  
There are eight rank levels in animal  
taxonomy, which are:

By Jove, this 
really is great 

spaghetti. 

Japanese fire-bellied newt  
on board Space Shuttle  

Columbia, July 1994

African clawed frog on board Space 
Shuttle Endeavour, September 1992

3,400 honeybees on board Space 
Shuttle Challenger, April 1984
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TITLES YOU MIGHT HAVE MISSED
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TRADE: PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE 
T: 03 8537 4400 • E: orders@prhdistribution.com.au
SALES: PLEASE SEND ORDER FORMS TO YOUR PREFERRED BOOK SUPPLIER OR BUY DIRECT  
FROM FREMANTLEPRESS.COM.AU. DISCOUNTS AUTOMATICALLY APPLY FOR SPEND OF $75 OR MORE. 
T: 08 9430 6331 • E: admin@fremantlepress.com.au
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FIRST NATIONS STORIES

ALSO AVAILABLE
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BB, 15 x 15 cm 
9 pp • 0+ • $16.99

QUOKKA FINDS A FRIEND
KATIE STEWART
August • $24.99
When Quokka meets Seal, he wants 
to be friends. Quokka thinks that 
making Seal smile would be a great 
way to start. But, despite his best 
efforts, Seal doesn’t smile. Can they 
be friends after all? 

NOONGAR BOODJA WAANGKAN
JAYDEN BOUNDRY & TYROWN WAIGANA
September • $24.99
An illustrated book of first Noongar words – 
perfect for kids, parents and educators. 

boya
rock

djinda
star

bilya
river

ngaangk
sun

mika
moon

boodja
earth

wardan / 
maambakoort

ocean

worl
sky

boodja
country

koondart
cloud

djet
flower

boorn
tree

mar
wind

boorong
rain

walken
rainbow

karda
hills

ngaama
waterhole

bonar
seasons

djilba
August – September

kambarang
October – November

djiran
April – May

mookaroo
June – July

boonaroo
February – March

birak
December – January

yeyi wer boorda
now and later

kedala
day

kedalak
night

djidar
morning / dawn

karbala
afternoon

karnamook
evening

yeyi
today

mirook
yesterday

benang
tomorrow

ngaangk  
yira
sunrise

ngaangk  
ngarda

sunset

Late one afternoon, Quokka down to the beach. 

A young fur seal sat on a rock by the water.

hopped

Quokka pulled a funny face ...

... then another ... 

NEW EDITIONS
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LITTLE BLUE WHERE ARE YOU?
SALLY MORGAN & KAREN BLAIR
October • $27.99
A playful, rhyming adventure that’s perfect for younger 
readers who love dogs from award-winning First 
Nations author Sally Morgan and CBCA award-winning 
illustrator Karen Blair. 

ALSO AVAILABLE
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I CALL THE OCEAN WARDAN
EBONY FROOME, DELLAS BENNELL  
& KORRINE BENNELL-YARRAN
September • $24.99
Explore the sandy shore and crashing waves of the ocean in this 
dual-language picture book in Noongar and English. 

ALSO AVAILABLE
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WORL BARNA
JAYDEN BOUNDRY & 
TYROWN WAIGANA
June • $16.99
Book three in the Noongar 
First Words series, discover 
sky creatures big and small, 
and learn their names in 
Noongar and English.
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Rocky Road Jack saw Skippy trot by 
with his nose in the air and a spring in his stride. 

‘Where is he going?’ Rocky Road growled 
with a bumpetty bump of his big cat paws 
and a slashetty slash of his big cat claws. 

waalitj
wedge-tailed  

eagle

waalitj
wedge-tailed  

eagle

djilyara
bee

I am a Noongar girl 
and I live by the sea.
This is wardan country.
It’s a special place for me. OLDER READERS

JUNIOR READERS

THE UNLUCKY PIRATE
MARK GREENWOOD
July • $14.99
Captain Kidd’s notoriety endures 
because of his legendary hoards 
of gold, silver and precious 
stones said to have been buried 
by him. How much of his treasure 
is still waiting to be found?
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THE CRYSTAL SKULLS
MARK GREENWOOD
July • $14.99
Legendary crystal skulls made 
by ancient civilisations have 
been a source of controversy 
for decades. But are they more 
modern than we think?
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MY PLACE FOR 
YOUNGER READERS
SALLY MORGAN
October • $24.99
My Place for younger 
readers is an abridged 
edition of the award-
winning First Nations 
classic from Sally  
Morgan that retains all 
the charm and power  
of the original. 
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OLD BERTIE
PERRELLA & OSBORN
August • $24.99
George Jones is fed 
up and hungry for 
change. She’s stuck on 
an island with a bunch 
of judgemental jerks 
who all live in fearful 
deference to Old Bertie, 
a Giant Squid.
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